



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image1.emf]Snicker,     I am writing to you in hopes that you will find I am an excellent candidate to be a home  for one of your puppies.       I promise to give the puppy all of the love in the world.  I also promise that your puppy  will have a wonderful home environment,  with a warm cozy place to sleep, plenty of  good food, and the best veterinary care available.     I too have a baby, well he is 12 years old (his name is Cole) now and loves dogs.  He  wants to be a junior handler.  We have a golden retriever that we were goi ng to do agility  and obedience with, but he unfortunately has arthritis and hip displaysia.  He is still the  love of our lives and our favorite couch potato!       I also promise to teach your baby to be obedient, and keep him safe from harm.  I have  already  bought several cute puppy toys and made a puppy bed with my sewing machine.   I promise to send you lots of pictures of your baby.  I can assure you that your baby will  get plenty of exercise and be very happy.  I promise to take your puppy to obedience  cla sses, agility classes, and do field training.  Thank you for considering us.  May you be  happy and healthy throughout your pregnancy.       Sincerely,     Heather and Cole     **Bribe enclosed    



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image2.emf]IT TAKES A PACK TO RAISE A PUPPY   by Suzanne Clothier   Note:    This article originally appeared in the newsletter of the Siberian Husky Club of  America.     Not too long ago, I read about a study that showed that when  recorded birdsong was played to plants, it s erved to prepare the plants  for morning and the coming light.    Hearing the birdsong, the plants  underwent specific changes that allowed them to make good use of the  sunlight.    The point of the article was that greenhouse operators using  artificial lighting  would be wise to use this simple approach to help  plants use the light as effectively as physiologically possible.    When we raise puppies, it would be nice to know that there was  something as simple as recorded birdsong to help trigger our puppies'  minds  so that our interactions with them would have the best possible  effects.    But puppies aren't plants  -  they're complex creatures zooming  along at an astounding pace on their developmental timetable.     Compounding it all is the reality that while we are well  meaning, we  are still just humans trying to raise a baby dog.    Hilary Clinton may or  may not be right that it takes a village to raise a child; it definitely  does take a pack to raise a puppy.    In taking a puppy to raise, we  become a substitute canine fami ly.    This is no easy task.    By the time the puppy is 7 weeks old, Nature has prepared the puppy  to form deep bonds  -  in the world, with the pack around him; as a  domestic dog, to form bonds with us, his substitute family.    This bond  is heartwarming and cha rming  -  what is more adorable than a little  puppy trustingly chugging along behind you?    It is also absolutely  practical:    this behavior is what will keep the puppy alive, fed,  protected and educated.    From 7 - 12 weeks of age, the puppy is  amazingly open to  (even eager for) relationships  -  relationships with  almost anyone who will allow it.    It is at this stage that flock guardian  breeds are placed with the sheep; the poor misguided dears grow up  feeling quite fond toward their wooly family and as impressive  adult  dogs will protect the flock with passion and skill.    Given that a puppy  can be convinced that a relationship with a sheep is a good thing, it is  small wonder that puppies are just as willing to look at the average  human being and think, "There is a  God  -  and my, what big shoes God  has. . ."        But possible problems are already germinating, even at this tender  age.    Even though a puppy is quite willing to develop relationships with  all and sundry (even sheep), he does come to the table with some 



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image3.emf]THIS IS A LEGALLY BINDING CONTRACT WHICH CAN AND WILL BE  ENFORCED IN A COURT OF LAW.    This Contract is made in duplicate this 1st day of October, 2005 by and between Linda &  Les Conrad, hereinafter called "Seller", and Heather Dawson, hereinafter called "B uyer".    Seller agrees to sell, and Buyer agrees to buy, both upon the following terms and  conditions, a certain Flat - Coated Retriever described as follows:    Sex:  Male    Color:  Black   Date of Birth:  7/24/05    Registered Name (if applicable):  Flashback’s Pa int It Black     AKC Litter/Registration Number:  SR27774106    Sire:  Casblaidd Don’t Pay the Ferryman SDC’A’  SG - WC    Dam:   Ch Claymore's Live, Love, Laugh NAP NJP NAC S - NJC NGC TN - O CGC  Can.  AGN   Breeders:  Linda & Les Conrad    Price:  $1000   Terms: $400.00 p aid as deposit to “hold” a puppy from this litter, $600 due when puppy  is delivered to Buyer.  In addition to purchase price, Buyer agrees to pay any and all  registration fees and shipping costs including the cost of a shipping crate if necessary.     This br eeding was carefully planned based on thoughtful consideration of the qualities,  accomplishments, pedigrees, and hip, patella and eye clearances of both the sire and the  dam. It is hoped that this breeding will produce sound puppies of correct type with fi eld  and performance potential, and most importantly the outstanding temperament and  personality that make the Flat - Coated Retriever an ideal companion.  Seller wishes Buyer  to understand that Seller takes this breeding very seriously and will be interested  in each  puppy for his/her entire lifetime.    It is the opinion of this breeder (Seller) that it is difficult, if not impossible, to determine  the relative quality of individual puppies at the age when the puppies go to new homes. A  person looking for a gua ranteed "show quality" or "breeding quality" puppy is strongly  urged to buy an older, mature pup whose merits can be more accurately assessed.    The Flat - Coated Retriever described herein is, at the time of sale, in good health to the  best of Seller's knowl edge and belief. It shall be the Buyer's responsibility and expense to  have the puppy examined by a licensed veterinarian of Buyer's choice within five (5)  days of the sale, during which time the puppy may be returned to Seller for a full refund  of the pur chase price. No other guarantees are expressed or implied.            



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image4.emf]    Is your dog    stressed?       Does your dog sniff the ground when doing agility?  Does your dog leave the ring  looking for someone or something?  Does your dog seek out tunnels half way  across the ring?  Does your dog stop on the top of the Aframe?  Does  your dog  slow down significantly when you are running a course or sequence?  Does your  dog jump on you and nip or lick you?  Does your dog occasionally stop and stand  or sit in the middle of a course or exercise?  Is your dog’s tongue curled up when  pantin g?  Does your dog urinate or defecate in the ring or excessively outside the  ring before entering?  Does your dog seem to work farther and farther away from  you during a run or does your dog work closer and closer and almost cling to you  as the run progres ses?     Each of these behaviors is very likely a sign of stress in your dog.  This is a list of  the most commonly seen stress related behaviors in agility but there are many  others.  It is very important for you as your dog’s teammate to learn to recognize  t he signs of stress in your dog.  Keep in mind that your dog may exhibit one or  more of these behaviors and may exhibit different behaviors in different stressful  situations.     I am now in the process of training my 8 th  agility dog (7 th  competition agility d og)  and I have experienced the effects of stress on the performance of my canine  teammates.  Bradish was the first one to teach me about the effects of stress.  I  would have trouble with a sequence and would turn to my instructor for help and  Bradish would  immediately begin circling and sniffing the ground.  Demi used to  race in circles around the ring when she was stressed.  Nigel showed his stress  by leaving the ring and visiting the ring crew.  Leysha shows her stress by  slowing down to be sure she is ri ght and by seeking out tunnels across the ring,  she once went 30 yards across the ring away from me to run into a tunnel.  Tobie  shows his stress by becoming clingy to me and running in front of me while  staring at me in utter confusion.  Sonic, as many of  you have seen in recent  months, shows stress in a number of ways including leaving the ring, jumping up  and nipping at me, seeking out tunnels across the ring or in front of him and  defecating in the ring.  My JRT puppy shows stress by dropping his tail d own and  sniffing the ground.       The earlier in your training you can identify the signs of stress in your dog the  easier it will be for you to reduce the stress on your canine teammate.      



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image5.emf]Linda,     I wanted to write you a letter of thanks and TRY to express my appreciation for what  you have done.  I am not sure if I can communicate the joy I feel in my heart when I  think of Mick and what having him in my life will mean to me.     3 years ago whe n I first decided I wanted a flatcoat, I started considering breeders and  different litters.  I spent a year going to events with Cindy.  I was a sponge, taking in all  the information I could.       I am very grateful to Cindy for all that she has introduced  me to.  Cindy has two of the  most wonderful flatcoats I have ever met.  They have wonderful personalities but are  not conformationally correct.  Cindy has done wonderful things with them both and  couldn’t love them anymore if they were human children.       T hen she got Murphy, and I saw the difference that the bloodlines make.  From the  moment I saw Murphy it was crystal clear to me, what a difference genetics make. I  saw Murphy and I couldn’t pin point exactly what was “right” about him, I just knew  looking  at him that he was very well balanced and an incredible dog. (I still have tons  to learn about confirmation   )     So, what I took from all of this, was that when you started out in the flatcoat world you  had to start out with an “average” dog and prove yours elf (“earn your stripes” so to  speak), then move up to a higher caliber of dog.  Boy was I wrong!  I couldn’t ask for a  better puppy if I had been in this breed for a hundred years.     I saw Snicker in the show ring, and was amazed.  I had heard so much abou t Cosmo  and how incredible he was. I was so impressed with Noof.  I know how much research  you did and how carefully planned this litter was.       I appreciate so much, all of the work that you have done with Mick, but it goes beyond  that.  I thank you for p utting your heart and soul into these puppies.  I know how much  joy and unconditional love Mick will bring me. Thank you for having faith in me and  intrusting me with Mick.     I wanted to give you something to express my gratitude, something that would bring   you happy memories.  I hope that each time you wear this, you will have very fond  memories of the sweet time you spent with these puppies, and the joy that you brought  into each of our lives.       Thank you,          



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image6.emf]  Nine Easy Behaviors to Teach  Your New Puppy   Here are NINE really easy, fun behaviors you can teach your puppy  immediately. There are tons more, but this may b e a good start for you!    1. The "EYE CONTACT GAME."    You are teaching your dog to "check in" with you. And you're doing it in a  way that is so reinforcing, that soon the behavior of turning his head to  look at you will become part of his muscle memory. It  will become habit.    You can then make the eye contact game become also a "Name Game". If  the dog learns that each time he hears his name, it means to stop and look  to the person calling that name, then you'll have less worry about him  bolting across a busy  road and getting hit when he hears his name called.    He'll listen for the *next* cue word which will tell him what to do. His  name, by then, will mean "Stop, look, listen to human for cue of what to do  next." The next cue might be "Sit" or "Down" or "Come " or "Back." His  name is his cue to look to you for the next cue. His name only means "give  human the attention."    One way to teach the eye contact game I particularly enjoy (I think  originated with Chris Bach, but I've been unable to confirm this) is to  h old your arm out at your side, at shoulder height, with a really good  treat in your closed palm.    When the dog stops focusing on the treat in your hand and looks up at  you, click and give him a treat. Repeat several times.    Turn around. Do the same thing f acing a different direction. Repeat  several times.    Move into another room. Do the same thing in every direction.   



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image7.emf]      "Potty Training"       In Potty training, please remember that repetition is  necessary.   Your puppy will not understand what you want unless  you repeatedly show him/her the desired behaviour MANY times.     Keep in mind that your puppy does not know what is  expected and must be shown the proper place to eliminate, and  when.     Your best potty training friend is the crate.   When you cannot watch your puppy, use a crate.   Think of the crate as the  same way you would think of a playpen for a human child.  Even  if you are leaving the room for a minute, either take the  puppy with you or use  the crate.   After all, you wouldn't leave a toddler alone in the house alone for "just a minute"  would you?     Crate training can be fun for the puppy if you make it a POSITIVE  experience.   The den is an integral part of the wild  dog's upbringing, and a safety zone.   The same thing applies to the crate.   Giving the pup special treats is a great way to  introduce him to his crate.   The only time a puppy receives  these special  treats is when he is in the crate.   Use the crate  wisely.   Don't crate only when you are leaving the house.     Place the puppy in the crate while you are at home as well.   Use it as a "safe" zone or for "time outs".   By crating when  you are home AND whe n you are gone, the puppy will be comfortable in the crate and not worried that you will not  return, or that you are leaving him alone.   This helps to eliminate separation anxiety later on in life.     Most puppies will not soil their "den".   The first coup le of tries you might have some accidents, but don't be discouraged.    An easy way to avoid accidents in the night for the first few weeks is by following this routine:     1.   Set your alarm for about 3 hours after your normal bed time.   When the alarm goes off , get up immediately, go to  the crate  and CARRY the pup outside.   Place him on the ground and encourage him to eliminate.   PRAISE when  he does, pop him back in the crate.   Go back to bed.   2.   Set your alarm for another 3 hours; repeat.   3.   After about a week o f the above routine, IF it has been successful, you can set your alarm for halfway through your  sleep time.   When you wake in the morning, take the pup outside BEFORE you do anything else.   Feed pup, and  then crate.   Follow your own regular routine, the n walk the pup one more time before you do your work.   4.   Repeat the feeding, walking and crating at lunchtime.   Pups from the ages of 2 to 4 months CANNOT control their  elimination for much more than 4 hours.     If the crate is too large, the pup can easily so il one side and sleep on the other.   If your crate is too large, place a box  inside it so the pup is restricted in the area he has.   As the puppy grows, put in a smaller box so he has more room.    When the puppy reliably asks to be put outside, remove th e box so the puppy can have the whole crate.   If the pup starts  to mess again, put back the box, and give pup a little more time to learn.       During potty training, do not allow the pup to eliminate loose in the yard  -  that means YOU go out too, in rain an d sleet  and snow!!   Give the pup plenty of time and plenty of praise when he goes.   DON'T RUSH or you'll be sorry!     Be PATIENT and this method WILL work.   Take it slow and easy, be PATIENT and have Fun with your pup!!     Adapted from Dogskills.   Feb 4. 2 0000      


